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 Juneteenth is a holiday that is not represented in our textbooks. It is an important date related to slavery. You may be able to

understand Juneteenth if you remember the Emancipation Proclamation. The Emancipation Proclamation was signed by Abraham

Lincoln two and half years earlier. At this time Abraham Lincoln issued the proclamation, which notified the states that were in

rebellion against the Union, slaves would be declared free, if they continued to rebel. However, there were some people that were

unaffected by the Emancipation. For those people the Emancipation Proclamation did not bring about emancipation. They heard of

the rumors but it was not official until Texas issued General Order No. 3 on June 19, 1865.  

  On June 19, 1865 Introduction: June 19, 1865 General Granger visited Galvenston Texas to inform the people there of the end of

the Civil War and final freedom of an estimated 250,000 slaves. This day commemorates the emancipation of African Americans. It

became known as Juneteenth.  News regarding the emancipation had been suppressed by the slave owners who were waiting for

the war to end. The freed slaves of Texas were able to leave their former slave dwellings in search of family with hope in their hearts

and the clothes on their backs.

  This freedom allowed African Americans of to travel freely, name one self, and legalize their marriages. They could now worship

freely and create community organizations. Many of the organizations originated from the church. African Americans sought to

become educated and pursue whatever rights had been denied to them during the time of slavery. African Americans were even able

to obtain land through grants. Although there was little monetary support and entering freedom may have been under the worst

conditions, freedom was the beginning of reconstruction and opportunities.

  

What is Juneteenth?



 Juneteenth became an official holiday in Texas in the year 1980. It has become known as the African American Addendum that

symbolizes Independence Day. Juneteenth represents the end of slavery. Although African American celebrate the 4th of July in

recognition of American Independence, blacks were still enslaved during this time.

  Juneteenth is traditionally celebrated as a church centered celebration. When African Americans initially heard the news, they sang,

danced and prayed. Today, people fellowship together and are taught by speakers who focus on self-improvement and education.

This celebration has spread across America. At least forty-one states recognize Juneteenth as a state holiday or a holiday to

observe. There are efforts to make Juneteenth a federal holiday. 

What is Juneteenth? - Continued



What is Juneteenth?

https://youtu.be/K3aQjTy328o

https://youtu.be/K3aQjTy328o


Educating ourselves  

https://youtu.be/LLfRjW6RuDY

https://youtu.be/C6IybD2-BaE

https://youtu.be/T2HAVuld0_0t
https://youtu.be/pBkKLD-mWcY

https://youtu.be/w_ozizJiGto

https://youtu.be/CMLhEdNx6XA



https://youtu.be/MzaUTbnh_CQ
https://youtu.be/3sLTXieerAE https://youtu.be/EJT1m1ele00

https://youtu.be/yrtY0zyLifshttps://youtu.be/cGMwpy10w_w

https://youtu.be/ZnbyK3HPGRI

https://youtu.be/ZnbyK3HPGRI


https://youtu.be/k5PDOQ4HyEY https://youtu.be/qg53qXyYVBg https://youtu.be/XJ0ggHPFfLY

https://youtu.be/3XVl6NeDDQI

https://youtu.be/Bnad0081uEo

https://youtu.be/qg53qXyYVBg
https://youtu.be/3XVl6NeDDQI


Movies to watch about social Justice 

Just Mercy

The Hate U Give

Support the Girls 

Selma

If Beale Street Could Talk

Fruitvale Station 

Do the Right Thing 

Dallas Buyers Club

I Am Not Your Negro 

Milk

Dear White People 

Dark Girls 

Central Park Five

Resist

The Murder of Fred Hampton

Fahrenheit 9/11

Titicut Follies 

Harlan County, USA

Short Term 12

Time: The Kalief Browder Story

Hidden Figures

An inconvenient Truth 

John Q

13th



 Events (Philadelphia Area)
The Slave Narratives for Philadelphia Juneteenth...

Sat, 2:30 – 3:15 PM

Johnson House Historic Site, 6306 Germantown Ave

Philadelphia, PA

 

 

Juneteenth Celebration | William Still at 200

Thu, 2 – 4 PM

Temple University, 1801 N Broad St

Philadelphia, PA

 

 

Juneteenth Kultural Fashion show

Sat, Jun 19 – Sun, Jun 20

5549 Germantown Ave

Philadelphia, PA

 

 

Juneteenth Fashion Show

Sat, 7 – 11 AM

Vernon Park, 5800 Germantown Ave

Philadelphia, PA

 

 

Juneteenth: They Were Her Property

Thu, 5:30 – 7:00 PM

Library Co of Philadelphia, 1314 Locust St

Philadelphia, PA

 

 

It's Ok 2 Laugh Presents a Juneteenth Clean Comedy...

Sat, 6 – 10 PM

Grand Yesha Ballroom, 2308 Snyder Ave

Philadelphia, PA

 

 

Juneteenth Music Fest

Sat, 9:30 AM

Malcolm X Park, 5100 Pine St

Philadelphia, PA

 

 

Juneteenth Kultural Fashion show

Sat, Jun 19 – Sun, Jun 20

5549 Germantown Ave

Philadelphia, PA

 

 

Juneteenth Program: Gifts from African-American...

Sat, 2 – 3 PM

Calvary-St. Augustine Episcopal Church, Divinity, Logan, Way, 814 N 41st St

Philadelphia, PA

 

 



Local Events (York AREA)
Celebrating Juneteenth!

Saturday June 19, 2021

Historical Society Museum

Exhibits open from 10:00

to 4:00 pm

Guided exhibit talks by

Ophelia Chambliss at

10:00 and 2:00

SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 2021

AT 6 PM EDT – 8 PM EDT

Juneteenth Celebration

Union Lutheran Church York,

PA

Facebook Event Link

 

Juneteenth Celebration

presented by Community

Progress Council

Fireworks presented by

Give Local York

 

YORK REVOLUTION VS.

LEXINGTON LEGENDS

(WITH FIREWORKS)

 5 Brooks Robinson Way,

York, PA 17401

 

 June 19, 2021

 717-801-4487

 6:30 p.m.

 

Location: PeoplesBank

Park



 Events (Harrisburg area)

YPOC JUNETEENTH

CELEBRATION 2021

Fri, Jun 18 – Sat, Jun 19

Hurston Manor, 315 S

Front St

Harrisburg, PA



 EventS (Bethlehem Area)



Juneteenth 2021 - A Celebration of Blackness, Liberation and Freedom!

 

Resurrected Life Community Church, UCC 144 N.9th Street Allentown, Pennsylvania

 

FEATURING

- Music & Food,

- African Drumming & Dancing

- Resurrected Life Children's Academy -- Pre-K Graduation

- James Lawson Freedom School Matriculation Ceremony and Harambe

African Processional

- Re-Dedication and Naming of the Martin Luther and Coretta Scott-King Memorial

 

Fo additional information contact:

484-221-8179

REVRLCC@GMAIL.COM

 

 

Resurrected Life Community Church, 144 N 9th St, Allentown, PA 18102, Allentown, United States

Event (Allentown)



“Strange Fruit” by Abel MeeropolOriginally written as a poem by Abel Meeropol, he added music. The most famous version is

performed by Billie Holiday. The song describes black victims of lynchings as “strange fruit” hanging from the trees. During the

1930s, lynchings were common but rarely talked about in public and certainly not sung about. Many consider “Strange Fruit” to be

the first significant civil rights song. Famous cover artists include Nina Simone and Jeff Buckley. In 2002, the Library of Congress

chose Holiday’s version for the National Recording Registry.

“We Shall Overcome” by Pete SeegerThis song has a fascinating history. It’s based on an old hymn sung by members of a union

striking against the American Tobacco company in 1945. In 1947, the union’s version of the song appeared as “We Will

Overcome” in a songbook. Folk singer Pete Seeger learned the song, changing the “will” to “shall.” In the 1960s, “We Shall

Overcome” became tied to the Civil Rights movement, standing in as the unofficial anthem. In 1963, Joan Baez led a sing-along

with a crowd of 300,000 during the March on Washington. At Dr. King’s funeral, over 50,000 sang the song. “We Shall Overcome”

has since transcended the United States, appearing at protests around the world. During a copyright conflict in 2018, the song

entered the public domain.

“Blowin’ In The Wind” by Bob DylanA classic example of a protest song, “Blowin’ In the Wind” asks a series of questions such as,

“How many roads must a man walk down before you call him a man?” The answer is mysterious: it’s blowin’ in the wind. Dylan

explains this line by saying that the answer isn’t found in a book, movie, TV show, or discussion group. It’s all around us, but if you

aren’t paying attention, it flies away. “Blowin’ In The Wind” is considered an anti-war song and Civil Rights anthem. It played a role

in inspiring Sam Cooke to write “A Change Is Gonna Come.”

Music that supports that movement



“Imagine” by John Lennon/Yoko OnoKilled in 1980, John Lennon is one of the world’s most popular artists. “Imagine” is the best-selling

single of his solo career. Released during the Vietnam War, Lennon asks the listener to imagine a utopia without borders, religions, or even

possessions. He acknowledges that people will see him as a “dreamer,” but that “he’s not the only one.” Like many of Lennon’s songs, the

music and lyrics are simple and impactful. When Lennon died, “Imagine” shot to #1. Dozens of artists have covered the song, including Elton

John, Joan Baez, and Lady Gaga. Though world peace seems impossible, there’s something about this song that gives people hope.

“Redemption Song” by Bob Marley & the Wailers“Redemption Song” borrows lines from Marcus Garvey, an African orator who promoted the

“Back to Africa” movement. These lines include, “Emancipate yourself from mental slavery.” It acknowledges the reality of physical slavery,

but while a person might be technically “free,” there’s a mental aspect that needs dealing with, as well. Many singers have covered the song,

including Rihanna at the “Hope For Haiti” telethon after the earthquake and Alicia Keys at Nelson Mandela’s 91st birthday.

“Fight the Power” by Director Spike Lee wanted a song for his film “Do the Right Thing” and contacted hip-hop group Public Enemy. They

wrote “Fight the Power,” a song that describes the struggles of being black in America and the slow progress of society. It contains

references to African-American culture, including James Brown’s distinct grunts and a vocal sample of civil rights lawyer Thomas “TNT”

Todd. In contrast to many social justice songs that somewhat vaguely ask for peace, “Fight the Power” calls for its listeners to fight back.

“A Change Is Gonna Come” by Sam Cooke“A Change is Gonna Come” didn’t have a straight line to success. When a whites-only hotel

rejected Sam Cooke and his group, he took that experience and wrote a song. It was more political than any of Cooke’s previous work. The

chorus includes lyrics like, “It’s been a long, long time coming, but I know, but I know a change is gonna come.” Two weeks before the

song’s release, the 33-year old Cooke was killed. The Civil Rights movement picked up the song immediately. It’s considered Cooke’s best

work and in 2007, it was added to the Library of Congress for being “culturally, historically, or aesthetically important.”

Music that supports that movement



“Changes” by Tupac ShakurReleased two years after the rapper’s death at age 25, “Changes” covers a spectrum of issues. It references the war on drugs, police

brutality, black-and-white relations, and life in the ghetto.  Through all of it, Tupac wishes for reconciliation, rapping, “I got love for my brother, but we can never go

nowhere unless we share with each other.” The song samples “The Way It Is” by Bruce Hornsby. “Changes” expresses the complexity of social justice and issues that are

still prevalent years later.

“Same Love” by Macklemore & Ryan LewisThe third single from the duo’s debut album, “Same Love” promotes marriage equality. It features a hook from Mary Lambert,

who also sings the outro, “Love is patient, love is kind,” and “Not crying on Sundays.” “Same Love” became the first Top 40 song in the United States to explicitly

support same-sex marriage. At the Grammy performance of the song, Queen Latifah officiated the weddings of 33 couples (both gay and straight couples) on stage.

“Alright” by Kendrick Lamar/Pharrell Williams/Mark SpearsIt took Kendrick Lamar a while to get this song put together. When it appeared on his groundbreaking album “To

Pimp A Butterfly,” it quickly became an anthem for the Black Lives Matter movement. During the year before the song’s release, police killed Michael Brown, Eric Garner, and

12-year old Tamir Rice. At a Black Lives Matter gathering in Cleveland, the protestors sang the “Alright” chorus: “We gon’ be alright. Do you hear me, do you feel me? We gon

be alright.” The song expresses an unshakeable hope.

https://youtu.be/_VDGysJGNoI https://youtu.be/9_LIP7qguYw https://youtu.be/kIZhyifo6Q4

Music that supports that movement

https://youtu.be/_VDGysJGNoI
https://youtu.be/9_LIP7qguYw
https://youtu.be/9_LIP7qguYw
https://youtu.be/kIZhyifo6Q4


Learn more about the continuing significance of Juneteenth and the legacies of slavery in contemporary society with the

following resources:

On Juneteenth:

“What Juneteenth Means on a President’s Plantation” (essay) by Crystal A. deGregory, PhD 

“Why Celebrating Juneteenth is More Important Now Than Ever” (essay) by P.R. Lockhart published in Vox

“Celebrating Juneteenth” (essay/video) from the National Museum of African American History & Culture, discusses

celebrating Juneteenth

On the Impact of Slavery and its Contemporary Legacies:

The 1619 Project (special issue) by The New York Times Magazine

“The 1619 Project is an ongoing initiative from The New York Times Magazine that began in August 2019, the 400th

anniversary of the beginning of American slavery. It aims to reframe the country’s history by placing the consequences of

slavery and the contributions of black Americans at the very center of our national narrative.” —The New York Times

Magazine

Explore more

https://medium.com/crystal-degregory-ph-d/what-juneteenth-means-on-a-presidents-plantation-41366b450804
https://www.vox.com/identities/2018/6/19/17476482/juneteenth-holiday-emancipation-african-american-celebration-history
https://nmaahc.si.edu/blog-post/celebrating-juneteenth


The Fire Next Time (book) by James Baldwin

“An intensely personal and provocative document from the iconic author of If Beale Street Could Talk and Go Tell It on

the Mountain. It consists of two ‘letters’ written on the occasion of the centennial of the Emancipation Proclamation,

that exhort Americans, both black and white, to attack the terrible legacy of racism. Described by The New York Times

Book Review as ‘sermon, ultimatum, confession, deposition, testament, and chronicle...all presented in searing,

brilliant prose,’ The Fire Next Time stands as a classic of literature.”  —Vintage

13TH (documentary) by Ava DuVernay

“In this thought-provoking documentary, scholars, activists and politicians analyze the criminalization of African

Americans and the U.S. prison boom.”  —Netflix

When They See Us (TV show) by Ava DuVernay

“Five teens from Harlem become trapped in a nightmare when they're falsely accused of a brutal attack in Central

Park. Based on the true story.”  —Netflix

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption (book) by Bryan Stevenson

“Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to

defending those most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children trapped in

the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system... Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic,

gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a moving window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring

argument for compassion in the pursuit of true justice.”  —One World


