
 

Coronavirus Economic Impact Payments: FAQs 
(Updated: 4/21/2020) 

 

What is the Coronavirus Economic Impact Payment?  

 On March 30, 2020, the Treasury Department and the IRS announced that the distribution of 
economic impact payments will begin in the next three weeks (estimated date: April 15) and 
will be distributed automatically, with no action required for most. 

Am I eligible for the economic impact payment of $1200? 

 Single (not married) tax filers with gross income (income before taxes taken out) of up to 
$75,000 are eligible to receive a payment of $1200 (**some exceptions may apply).  

 You must have a social security number and not be claimed as a dependent of another 
taxpayer. 

    Who will receive the payment automatically without taking additional steps?  

 Individuals who filed a federal income tax for 2018 or 2019 

 Individuals who receive Social Security retirement, disability (SSDI), or survivor benefits 

 SSI recipients will now receive a $1,200 Economic Impact Payment with no further action 
needed. The IRS projects the payments for this group will go out no later than early May. 

     Will there be any additional payments if I have children?  

 You will receive an additional $500 for each child, up to 17 years old, who was claimed as a 
dependent on your tax return. A child born in 2020 will not be eligible for the $500. 

When will I receive my payment?  

 You may see a payment as soon as 3 weeks, but as late as 3-5 months, pending if you have 
filed a tax return in 2018 or 2019 and if your bank account information was provided. 

    Can I check the status of my payment? 

 The “Get My Payment” application is now available on the IRS website. This application will 
give you information about your payment status, your payment type, or whether we need 
more information from you, including bank account information.  

    How will I receive my payment?  

 The payment will be deposited directly into your bank account if you set up direct deposit with 
the IRS for past refunds during tax season, or in the mail with your registered address. 



     I don’t have direct deposit- how will I receive the payment?  

 If you don't have direct deposit set up, but want to receive the payment electronically, the IRS 
is creating an online tool (expected to be available mid-April), that will allow the payment to 
be deposited directly into a bank account. 

 To avoid scams, the IRS cautions you not to provide your direct deposit or other banking 
information to others who offer to help you set up an electronic transfer. 

    What do I do if I don’t receive a check? 

 If you qualify for a payment, you should expect a notice in the mail with information about 
where and when it sent your check. If you receive this notice, but not the check or direct 
deposit payment, contact the IRS using information sent in the notice. 

I haven’t filed my 2019 tax return, will I still receive the $1200 payment? 

 The IRS will use information from your 2018 tax return.  

I am not typically required to file a tax return. Can I still receive my payment? 

 Yes. You can provide the necessary information to the IRS easily and quickly for no fee 
through Non-Filers: Enter Payment Info. This information will be used to determine your 
eligibility, payment amount, and where to send the payment. After providing this information 
you won’t need to take any additional action. 

 Non-filers would include those who had gross income that did not exceed $12,200.00 for 
2019 or were not otherwise required to file a federal income tax return for 2019 and didn’t 
plan to  

 Note: People who receive SSI, Social Security retirement, SSDI, or survivor benefits and 
have qualifying children under 17 can use this app to claim the $500 payment per child. 

 https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here 

I have a tax filing obligation but have not filed my tax return for 2018 or 2019. 
Can I still receive an economic impact payment? 

 Yes. You should file as soon as possible so you can to receive the payment. Be sure to 
include your direct deposit banking information on the return. 

 If you haven't filed taxes for 2 years or don't have direct deposit, you will receive the payment 
in the form of a check, but expect that this will take a number of months.  

 
I need to file a tax return. How long are the economic impact payments 
available? 
 

 These economic impact payments will be available throughout the rest of 2020. 
 

Where can I get the most up to date information? 

 The IRS will post all key information on IRS.gov/coronavirus as soon as it becomes available. 

 

 

 

https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus


Follow IRS on social media for urgent updates on COVID-19, scams and economic 
impact payment information: 

 Twitter: Follow the IRS handles for up to the minute announcements, tips and alerts in English 
and Spanish. 

 Facebook: News and information for everybody. Also available in Spanish. 

 Instagram: The IRS Instagram account shares taxpayer-friendly information. 

 YouTube: The IRS offers video tax tips in English, Spanish, and American Sign Language. 

 
**Some exceptions include: 

 
1) Those who are 17 years old and a college student (parents will receive $500 for any college aged child 
that they claimed on their taxes). 
 
2) Those who are disabled and supported by their family (if you're disabled and claimed as a dependent, 
you will not receive the payment). 
 
3) Immigrants without social security numbers (you do not have to be a US citizen to get a payment, but 
you do need to have a social security number). 
 
4) Babies born in 2020 (the $500 payment for children under 17 is based on 2019 taxes, meaning, if you 
had a child in 2020, you may or may not get the $500 at a later date). 
 
5) Parents that split custody (if you did not claim the child(ren) on your taxes last year, you will not receive 
the $500 additional payment). 
 
6) Divorced/estranged couples (if you filed joint taxes with someone else in 2019 but have split up since 
then, the money, which could possibly be $2,400, will be deposited into the account that was used for the 
last tax refund). 
 
7) People with unpaid child support (if you have overdue child support payments, the amount you owe 
might be taken out of your stimulus check). 

 

https://www.twitter.com/irstaxsecurity
https://www.twitter.com/irsenespanol
https://www.facebook.com/IRS
https://www.facebook.com/IRSenEspanol/
https://www.instagram.com/irsnews/
https://www.youtube.com/user/irsvideos
http://www.youtube.com/IRSvideosMultilingua
https://www.youtube.com/user/irsvideosASL

