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Introduction 
OUR MISSION 

Valley Youth House (VYH) empowers and strengthens the lives of children, youth, and families 

through inclusive programming that builds resilience and fosters growth and independence. 

OUR STORY 

We began in 1973 as a single shelter in Pennsylvania’s Lehigh Valley. VYH was open day and night, 

ensuring the vulnerable, abused and homeless young people in the community had access to shelter 

and counseling. Even then, we represented more than just a roof and beds. We were an organization 

committed to building a solid foundation for every individual who came through our doors. 
 
That same dedication still drives us today, as we have grown from that first shelter in the Valley to 

over 100 residential facilities. Though our reach and programming have vastly expanded to include 

skills training, health, prevention, and intervention services, our mission remains the same. 
 
We do whatever it takes to make sure that every young person we meet has a sturdy base upon 

which to build a healthy future.  For the past 43 years, we have been proud to be there for two 

generations. We stand ready to be there for the next generations as well. Our doors remain open – 

we just have more of them now. 
 

OUR PILLARS 

Inclusive 
Valley Youth House helps all youth and their families, including the most vulnerable who have been 

abused, have run away, or are homeless. This includes LGBTQIA (lesbian, gay, bisezual, transgender, 

queer/questioning, intersex, asexual, and ally) youth and those whom have struggled to find success 

with other organizations and/or programs.  VYH is there for all youth and families, including those 

with nowhere else to turn. 
 
Responsive 
Valley Youth House and our team members craft responsive, customized programs to meet the need 

of youth, families and communities.  VYH’s responsive, effective programming serves as a strong 

foundation for youth and their families. 

 
Resilient 
Valley Youth House is resilient – from the youth and families that walk through its doors, to the staff 

members and volunteers who work tirelessly to support them, no matter what. We do not turn our 

back on youth if an initial intervention is unsuccessful or if a young person is hard to reach. Rather, 

we welcome the challenge and keep working. At VYH, we don’t turn our backs at the first sign of 

adversity. 

 
Collaborative 
Valley Youth House collaboratively builds with each young person a foundation for success. VYH does 

not merely offer a handout; we extend partnership.  VYH’s trusted staff is committed to partnering 

with youth, families and communities to help build healthy futures. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Valley Youth House Board members are ambassadors for the organization in the community, and provide the 

organization information about community needs. The Board determines the organization's mission, strategies, 

resource allocation, and policies.  Board members assist in securing resources to achieve the organization's 

strategic objectives and assure the organization is operated in a fiscally responsible and programmatically 

relevant manner. 

LESLEY HOLLAND FALLON, Board of Directors, Chair 

Lesley Fallon is a community leader and serial entrepreneur. Currently, Lesley is an 

advisor to a number of startup companies through TSF Consulting LLC, as well as 

an equity partner in the Conserere Family of Funds.  Previously, Lesley was the 

President and Chief Operating Officer for Holiday Hair, a chain of family hair care 

salons, located in the Middle Atlantic region.  Lesley managed 15 direct reports, 

and had ultimate responsibility for 1800 team members spread across more than 

200 locations.  During her tenure of leadership, the company’s sales increased 

from $30MM to more than $40MM, she introduced retail items into the sales mix 

and created a culture of team work rarely seen in business today. 

While with Holiday Hair, Lesley was very actively engaged in the community, 

chairing boards of directors for Easter Seals and Repertory Dance Theatre, as well 

as being an active participant on the boards of the United Way, Community Foundation, Chamber of 

Commerce, Pennsylvania Stage Company, Muhlenberg Hospital, Swain School and the Child Advocacy Center. 

Subsequent to the sale of Holiday Hair, Lesley devoted her time to raising arguably the most impressive young 

lady on the planet, Michaela (soon to be a graduate of Duke University). Lesley continues to give back to the 

community, currently serving as a member of the Executive Committee for Kutztown University Foundation and 

Board Chair for Valley Youth House, as well as recently joining the board of directors of the Pennsylvania 

Shakespeare Festival.  Lesley and her husband, Tim, live in Center Valley, Pennsylvania. 

 Jus t Bor n 

    

SaLisa Berrien 

Wipro EcoEnergy 

Kathryn Brown 

Treasurer, 

Concannon Wealth 

Management 

Patrick Cahill 

Lincoln Financial Distributors 

William Carmody 

First Generation 

Henry B. Cohen 

OraSure Technologies, Inc. 

Douglas Downing 

Lafayette Ambassador Bank 

Lesley Fallon 

Chair, 

Conserere Family of Funds, 

TSF Consulting 

Michael Hailye 

Embassy LLC and Remed  

John Hayes 

Secretary, 

Solar Technology, Inc. 

Lori Hulse 

Lehigh Valley Physician Group, 

LVHN 

Eric Luftig 

Victaulic 

James Mack 

Corning Painter 

Air Products 

Stephanie Raymond 

PPL Electric Utilities 

Donald Sachs 

Boy Scouts of America, Minsi 

Trails Council 

Mark J. Tervalon 

Lutron Electronics Co. Inc. 

Wes Schantz 

MFP Strategies 

Matt Smith 

Beasley Broadcast Group, Inc. 

Paul Smith 

Computer Aid 

Tracey Smith 

Vice Chair, Merchants Bank 

Loretta Tubiello-Harr 

Tubiello-Harr & Associates, LLC 

June Webre 

Provident Bank 

Don Wenner 

DLP Capital Advisors 

David Yale 

Just Born Quality Confections 
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

The Board of Governors was founded in 2010 to advise, govern and assist with the general promotion of VYH. 

Through fundraising, special events, and marketing the Board works to support mission and needs of VYH, with 

a geographic focus on the five county Philadelphia area. 

MATT SMITH, Board of Governors, Chair 

Matt Smith's career in media spans 21 years in multiple markets across 

the U.S. Currently, Matt is Vice President/Market Manager for Beasley 

Media Group (BMG) in Wilmington, DE and Philadelphia, PA:  99.5 WJBR, 

610 Sports – WTEL, AM 860 WWDB and AM 800 WTMR.  Until 2014, Matt 

served as Director of Sales for WXTU-FM and WRDW-FM in Philadelphia. 

Proud to live up to Broadcast Radio's "in the Interest of Public Service", 

Matt serves as Valley Youth House Greater Philadelphia's Board of 

Governors Chair and Board Member of Valley Youth House Board of 

Directors.  In January 2015, Matt launched, in partnership with the State of 

Delaware, the Our Kids Matter Campaign, an effort to recruit foster parents 

and adoption forever families. In 2011, Matt was given the City of 

Philadelphia's Department of Human Services’ Children Crusader Award and in 2014 was given the 

Philadelphia Business Journal's Corporate Fundraiser Award. In 2013, Matt spearheaded partnerships with 

community organizations such as Equality Forum, El Concilio, Hero Thrill Show and other events for WRDW-FM 

that contributed to the station winning the Marconi Award for CHR Station of the Year. 

In 2015, WJBR was a finalist for the Marconi’s Medium Market Station of the Year. He also serves as Vice 

President for the Greater Wilmington Radio Association and is a Board Member for the Maryland, DC, and 

Delaware Broadcasters Association.  Matt is a 2015 National Association of Broadcasters Education 

Foundation Broadcast Leadership Training Program.  He attended the University of Vermont from 1993 to 

1997. Other accomplishments and recognition include: 2011 and 2013 BMG Sales Manager of the Year, 13 

consecutive months BMG Sales Manager of the Month 2011-2013, 2013 Radio Wayne DOS Finalist, and 

2013 Radio Ink "Best Managers" in America. Of all of his accomplishments, Matt is most proud to be a 

Husband to his wife Amy and a Father to their three children: Elijah, Lillian and Maya.  They reside in 

Landenberg, Pennsylvania.  

 

    

Patrick Cahill 

Vice Chair, 

Lincoln Financial Distributors 

Brian Cohen 

Liberty Property Trust 

Adam Culbreth 

City of Philadelphia 

Mary Gamber 

MBA Candidate, Wharton 

School of Business 

Marcia Gelbart 

Comcast 

Kelly Kutchinsky Gigliotti 

Tonic Life Communications 

Lisa Laudien 

CBS Radio 

Cinda Marturano 

Deep Waters Fund 

Catherine Maxey 

Trinseo 

Thomas Mihok 

Tompkins Risk Solutions 

Elizabeth Romaine 

Alex’s Lemonade Stand 

Adam Silverman 

Cozen O’Connor 

Matt Smith 

Chair, 

Beasley Broadcast Group, Inc. 

William Westhafer 

AUA, Environetics 

Dana Zuppo 

Five Below 
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THOMAS R. HARRINGTON, CEO 

Tom Harrington joined Valley Youth House as President and Chief 

Executive Officer in December 2015. 

 

Prior to joining Valley Youth House, Tom worked professionally for the 

Boy Scouts of America (BSA) for the past 34 years, most recently 

serving as the Western Region Director for the BSA, supporting 57 

councils in the western United States.  Prior to joining the National 

BSA Council, Tom served as the Scout Executive and CEO of the 

Cradle of Liberty Council, headquartered in Philadelphia, PA from 

2010-2013, and the Scout Executive and CEO of the Minsi Trails 

Council, headquartered in Allentown, PA, from 2001-2010. 

 

Much of Tom’s work with the BSA has focused on building resilience, character and leadership skills 

with disadvantaged youth.  Tom has been an advocate of inclusion and service to all youth, and 

served in a key role as the BSA changed its membership policies to become more inclusive of the 

LGBT community.  An advocate of the Positive Youth Development model, Tom also brings many 

years of successful fundraising and Board development efforts. 

 

Tom received his B.A. in Political Science, Cum Laude, from the Miami University of Ohio.  He holds 

several certifications from Harvard Business School, the John F. Kennedy School of Government, the 

Jindal School of Management at the University of Texas, and the Ross School of Business, University 

of Michigan. 

 

Tom and his wife, Kathy, have two grown children and live in Coopersburg, PA. 

 

EXECUTIVE STAFF 

 

William Motsavage, M. Ed. 
Executive Vice President 

 

Christina J. Schoemaker, M.B.A. 
Vice President, Development & 

Marketing 

 

Lorrie Reddy, M.S.W, L.S.W. 
Director of Group Home Services 

 

Anne Adams, M. Ed., L.P.C. 
Senior VP, Prevention & Intervention 

Service Groups 

 

Terri L. Mento, M.A.S. 
Director of Human Resources 

 

Lisa Weingartner, M.S.W., L.S.W. 
Vice President, NE and Central 

Independent Living Programs 

 

Patricia McGarry, M.S.W., L.S.W. 
Senior VP, Child Welfare & Mental 

Health Service Groups 

 

Sandra Molnar, M.Ed., L.P.C. 
Child Welfare Services Director 

 

Paul C. Ziegenfus, B.S. 
Director of Finance 

  

Allison Moore, M.S.W., L.S.W. 
Vice President, SE Independent Living 

Programs 
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VYH Areas of Expertise: 
 Adventure Therapy 

 Anti-Gambling 

 Autism 

 Child abuse & neglect 

 Child welfare 

 Conduct disorder 

 Disruptive behaviors 

 Family counseling 

 Family intervention 

 Foster care 

 Homeless & Runaway youth (street outreach) 

 Homelessness & Emergency Services 

 Independent Living 

 Juvenile Delinquency 

 LGBTQIA homelessness 

 Mental Health 

 Mentoring 

 Older Youth 

 Oppositional Defiant Disorder (ODD) 

 Outcome and research 

 Permanency 

 Respite services 

 SADD 

 Sexual abuse trauma 

 Sexually aggressive/reactive youth 

 Substance abuse in families 

 Substance abuse/Drug prevention 

 Supportive Housing 

 Teen Parenting  

 Therapeutic recreation (Camp Fowler) 

 Truancy 

 Victim’s Services 

 

 

VYH executive staff and managers have specific areas of expertise.  Please contact Emily Conners in the 

Development & Marketing Department at econners@valleyyouthhouse.org or 610-820-0166 for inquiries and 

referrals. 

mailto:econners@valleyyouthhouse.org
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Our events 

Always Bet on Youth Casino Night 

MARCH     Valley Youth House hosts an annual Always Bet on Youth Casino Night fundraiser in 

support of our Philadelphia homelessness assistance and independent living programs.  Featuring 

games with professional dealers, a silent auction, live music and great food, Always Bet on Youth has 

raised over $285,000 to support independent living and housing services for approximately 1,500 

homeless and foster care youth in Greater Philadelphia since 2010. 

 

John E. Walson, Jr. Memorial Golf Tournament 
MAY     In partnership with Service Electric Cable TV and Communications, Valley Youth House 

proudly hosts the John E. Walson, Jr. Memorial Golf Tournament annually at Lehigh Country Club. 

Lehigh Country Club offers a challenging golf course presenting the finest tournament play in the 

region. The event has raised over $1.25 million dollars for Valley Youth House and celebrated its 

30th Anniversary in 2015. 
 

Festif 
AUGUST     Held at Camp Fowler in Orefield, Pennsylvania, Festif is a family fun event that combines 

cycling, entertainment, food, and recreational fun. Rides range from family friendly distances to a 

quad burning 40 miles and in 2016 will introduce a 5K and Family Fun Run. Our Project U.S.E. 

certified ropes course instructors are on hand so that attendees can explore our climbing tower and 

zip line, as well as access to the Fleming Pool.  The vision for Camp Fowler is based on the belief that 

youth, as well as youth in our community, will benefit from therapeutic, challenge based recreation 

and adventure in a camp setting. Since 2011, Festif has raised over $20,000 to serve the youth who 

participate in Valley Youth House adventure programs at Camp Fowler. 

 

The Backpack Challenge 
AUGUST      The Backpack Challenge raises funds and collects essential back to school items for 

foster care youth in Philadelphia. From its humble beginnings, the Backpack Challenge has grown 

from a small collection drive to a national program due to the strong partnership between 

the Philadelphia Department of Human Services, Five Below, 96.5 Amp Radio & 92.5 XTU, and Valley 

Youth House. 

This cause marketing collaboration provides direct benefits for all partners involved: government & 

nonprofit partners receive backpacks and monetary support, the retail partner drives in-store traffic 

and increases sales, and the media partner is able to build publicity of a philanthropic endeavor into 

their media sales package.  Most importantly, young people in foster care are given the tools needed 

to pursue and achieve their educational goals through the support of their own communities. From 

2013 to 2015 in Philadelphia, the number of collection site partners more than doubled and over 

$65,000 was raised. In 2015, we welcomed new partners in Atlanta, Baltimore, Cleveland and 

Detroit and raised over 10,000 backpacks across all five markets! 
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Setting the Stage 
SEPTEMBER     Valley Youth House presents Setting the Stage with Elton John, our premier special 

event, on September 27, 2016.  This memorable evening will include our Reception, which will be 

held at 5:00 pm at the Renaissance Hotel in Allentown followed by an awards ceremony honoring 

John and Jane Malloy and Victaulic at 6:30 pm.  We will then adjourn at 7:00 pm to join Elton John 

for his Wonderful Crazy Night concert at the PPL Center.  This year, event is being chaired by Scott 

Fainor, Bill Spence, JB Reilly, & Congressman, Charlie Dent. 

 

Holiday Gift Drive 

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER     Through the generosity of individuals, businesses, and community 

organizations, Valley Youth House makes the holidays brighter for our neediest clients.  Close to 

1,000 youth and families receive holiday presents annually, thanks to our generous donors. 

Participants will be matched with one or more youth to provide a gift directly from their wish list. In 

addition, gift cards, refreshments, and monetary donations are accepted to help support unmatched 

youth and purchase items for our annual holiday parties hosted by each office. The goal is to ensure 

that all youth, regardless of their situation, enjoy a holiday celebration and receive a gift.    

 

 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED 
At Valley Youth House, we do more than provide a home for vulnerable, abused and homeless youth: 

we partner with thousands of individuals to build a solid foundation for young people and their 

families. 

We understand that everyone’s needs and situations are unique. That’s why we offer responsive 

programming that is built to fit the needs of each young person we work with. No two programs are 

identical, and each provides youth with meaningful support, skills and strength. 

There are many ways to get involved. You can make a donation, volunteer, host a third party 

fundraiser, join our mailing list, follow us on social media and more! 

 

Donate 

Make a tax-deductible gift online at valleyyouthhouse.org/donate or call 610-820-0166.  Checks 

made payable to Valley Youth House and stock gifts may be sent to 829 W. Linden Street, Allentown, 

PA 18101-1233. 

Designate your gift to Valley Youth House through your employer’s United Way campaign. 

Visit our Amazon Wish List to donate items directly to one of our programs in need. 

Amazon will donate a percentage of your eligible purchases to Valley Youth House whenever you 

shop via AmazonSmile. 

 

http://valleyyouthhouse.org/settingthestage
http://tinyurl.com/neooje3
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7178820
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Volunteer 

As a Valley Youth House volunteer you will have to opportunity to help us pursue our mission of 

empowering and strengthening the lives of children, youth, and families through inclusive 

programming that builds resilience and fosters growth and independence. 

Visit valleyyouthhouse.org/volunteer or call 610-820-0166 to find out how you can volunteer. 

 

 

Host a Fundraiser 

Valley Youth House is fortunate to be the beneficiary of countless community events throughout the 

year.  To host a fundraiser, collection drive, or other event, visit valleyyouthhouse.org/fundraise or 

call 610-820-0166. 

Join our Mailing List 
Visit our website to sign up for our monthly newsletter with agency-wide announcements, stories, 

information, & more! 

 

Follow us on Social Media 
Website  ValleyYouthHouse.org 

Facebook  facebook.com/valleyyouthhouse 

Twitter   twitter.com/VYHouse 

Instagram  @ValleyYouthHouse 

LinkedIn  linkedin.com/company/valley-youth-house 

YouTube  youtube.com/valleyyouthhouse 

 

 

Careers & Internships 
Valley Youth House recognizes and appreciates our dedicated and creative employees, and values 

the fact that we are known for our unremitting responsiveness to our youth and families, our 

persistent passion for what we do, and our exceptional problem solving skills.  

Visit valleyyouthhouse.org/careers for more information on careers with Valley Youth House, and 

details on internships at valleyyouthhouse.org/internships. 

 

 

http://www.valleyyouthhouse.org/fundraise/
http://www.valleyyouthhouse.org/get-involved/
http://valleyyouthhouse.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f10cbe4d4c4bb4be2ae3cdbf8&id=5fcf2fd1f5
http://www.valleyyouthhouse.org/
http://www.facebook.com/valleyyouthhouse
http://www.twitter.com/VYHouse
http://www.instagram.com/valleyyouthhouse
https://www.linkedin.com/company/valley-youth-house
https://www.youtube.com/c/valleyyouthhouse
http://www.valleyyouthhouse.org/contact/careers/
http://www.valleyyouthhouse.org/contact/internships/
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CONTACT US 
 

Lehigh Valley 

829 W. Linden St., Allentown, PA 18101-1233. 

610-820-0166 

 

Christina J. Schoemaker, MBA 

Vice President  

Development & Marketing 

cschoemaker@valleyyouthhouse.org 

 

Emily Conners 

Development Officer 

econners@valleyyouthhouse.org 

 

Mary Link 

Development Assistant 

mlink@valleyyouthhouse.org 

 

Philadelphia 

1500 Sansom St., Ste. 300A, Philadelphia, PA 19102 

215-925-3180 

 

Valerie Johnson, MBA 

Asst. Director of Development – SE Region 

vjohnson@valleyyouthhouse.org 
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