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VYH Announces New CEO
The VYH Board of Directors is pleased to
announce the unanimous decision to
appoint Thomas R. Harrington, as the
organization’s Chief Executive Officer.
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For the second year in a row, the Lehigh
Valley Phantoms hockey team selected
Valley Youth House as the recipient of
their annual Teddy Bear Toss, presented
by Dan’s Camera City. Thanks to this
wonderful event, a total of 2,773 teddy

“It is an honor to serve as the new CEO
of Valley Youth House,” said Harrington.

bears and stuffed animals were donated
to VYH youth this holiday season!

“I look forward to working with Valley
Youth House’s caring and
compassionate staff, and the dedicated
and strategic Board of Directors and
Board of Governors, to continue the
agency’s rich history of building a solid
foundation for every individual that
comes through our doors.”

Thank you to everyone who contributed
to the Holiday Gift Drive! Close to 1,000
youth and families received at least one
or more gifts this holiday season from
our donors. See photos from the Holiday
Gift Drive on our Facebook!
On Giving Tuesday, we debuted
our new video. Check it out!

Our 10th Annual Have a Heart for Children
dinner dance to benefit Project Child will be
held Saturday, March 5, 2016 at the Historic

Night will be held Friday, March 11, 2016 at

Valley Youth House staff and youth
joined other organizations, individuals,
and churches at the 'H.O.P.E. Across
Bridges' community homeless awareness

the Crystal Tea Room in Philadelphia.

and candlelight vigil in Bethlehem. The

Hotel Bethlehem.
Our 6th Annual Always Bet on Youth Casino

purpose of the event was to come
together to raise the level of awareness
of homelessness in the Lehigh Valley
and to remember the lives and dreams of
homeless men, women, and children,
who passed away this year.

A $10,000 grant from the 1675
Foundation will underwrite the costs of a
contract Mental Health Therapist who will
provide sessions to youth in the Chester
County Independent Living Programs.
Safiya, an alum of our Pride
program, and Allison Moore, VYH
Regional Director, were interviewed
by Fox 29’s Bill Anderson for “A
Look Inside the Fight to Find
Homeless Teens a Home.”

The Rustin Kindergarten class at United
Friends School in
Quakertown decided to raise awareness
of youth homelessness through their
"Wishes for the World" in December.
They collected donations for The
Synergy Project in Bucks County.

Students from Parkland High School
donated many trees and decorated the
apartments at our Maternity Group Home
this holiday season.

This holiday season, Denny Civic
Solutions made a gift in honor of all of
their clients to VYH. Denny Civic

Solutions and their client, the Campaign
for What Works, worked closely
with Valley Youth House to pass the
"Homeless Infants Bill" in 2014 so that all
6,000 homeless infants in Pennsylvania
are now entitled to early supportive
intervention services.

Caitlin Pratt, VYH Coach Supervisor at
the Achieving Independence Center,
Cindy Nunez from Victaulic donated a
mattress for a youth during our Holiday
Gift Drive! Go Cindy!

spoke at the new William Way Speaker
Series on the theme of home and the
inclusivity of Philadelphia neighborhoods.

Faith is this month's Youth
Spotlight and a new American citizen!
She was recommended for this honor by
her counselor, Liliana. Liliana supported
A special thanks to the Saab family for
hosting their 9th Annual Holiday Gift

Faith through the entire immigration
process, including rides to important

Drive and choosing VYH as one of their

immigration appointments. Faith has

beneficiaries. Because of their

participated in VYH's Synergy Project,

generosity, even more of our

Bucks Shelter, and SHP Programs. She

youth received gifts for the holidays this
year! Thank you for your continued

is described as a star client who budgets
well, attends college, and is making lots

support!

of progress towards stability and
independence.

A $10,000 grant was received from an
Anonymous Fund of The Philadelphia
Foundation for the Pride program this
week. This gift will help us to continue to
work with LGBTQIA youth experiencing
homelessness in Philadelphia.

When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon
donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Valley
Youth House! Bookmark this link and
support us every time you shop.

Click HERE to learn more about other
VYH youth and families.

Meet the Newest Member of the
Development Team: Emily Conners
Valley Youth House is excited to
welcome Emily Conners as our
new Development Officer! After receiving
her Bachelor's degrees in Sociology
(Human Services) & Geography from
Bucknell University, Emily spent a year
as an AmeriCorps volunteer, working

Lehigh Valley
Christina J. Schoemaker
Vice President, Development &
Marketing
cschoemaker@valleyyouthhouse.org
Emily Conners
Development Officer

with the United Way of the Greater
Lehigh Valley. She is currently a MS in
Nonprofit Leadership candidate at the
University of Pennsylvania. Emily will be
located in the Lehigh Valley at the Linden
St. office and her work will focus on
development and marketing.

econners@valleyyouthhouse.org
Greater Philadelphia
Valerie Johnson
Development Officer
vjohnson@valleyyouthhouse.org
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