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Oregon's Teen Trap Houses Offer Drugs, but No Exit 

A concerned adult worries sex trafficking could be going on amid the pot smoking and 

video and card games. But she can't get past a "code of silence and secrecy." One teen 

calls the BDSM at the heart of the partying "modern day spin the bottle." 

PORTLAND, Ore. (WOMENSENEWS) -- In Oregon, teenagers are partying at trap houses, 

successors of crack houses of the 1980s and '90s. Besides drugs, today's trap houses host 

games of bondage, dominance and sado -- masochism -- also known as BDSM -- for which 

there is no "safe word" that says "stop" and no exit without consequences. 

These places aren't what trap shooters use at country clubs. The Urban Dictionary defines 

"trap house" as an apartment or private house, sometimes in public housing projects, 

where multiple drug dealers (known as "trap stars" or "trap lords") do business. Trap houses 

attract teens from a wide variety of backgrounds. On the other side of the country from 

Oregon, a female student at the University of Connecticut recently tweeted, "Come on over 

to my trap house!" Trap houses have been glamorized by trap music, a rap genre that 

originated in the South in the 1990s. Trap rap is going mainstream: One rapper in Atlanta 

opened a clothing store decorated to look like a trap house, with crack -- cooking 

equipment. And on August 8, 2015 in Seattle, Taylor Swift performed a duet with rapper 

Fetty Wap on his 2014 hit "Trap Queen." 

Portland, Oregon's largest city, was hard hit by the crack epidemic of the '80s and '90s. Sex 

in exchange for crack in a '90s crack house in North East Portland, historically an African 

American neighborhood, is indelibly described in novelist Mitchell S. Jackson's "The 

Residue Years." Today, on Oregon's coast, similar "tweeker houses" hawk 

methamphetamine. 

Lonnie Nettles is the manager of community justice for Multnomah County, which includes 

Portland. She said trap houses are often houses built in the so-called shotgun style, with 

only one door: "one way in, one way out." 

Some women's safety advocates in the state suspect trap houses -- however they are 

constructed -- are putting girls at risk of sex trafficking. Oregon provides plenty of reason for 

such suspicions. It has more sex offenders per capita than any other state, and the second 

highest incidence of rape, after Alaska.Nowadays, contemporary trap houses in Oregon are 

associated with BDSM parties, as well as drugs. 

By Ann Marie Cunningham, WeNews correspondent [September 14, 2015} To read this article in its 

entirety go to: Oregon's Teen Trap Houses Offer Drugs, but No Exit | Womens eNews 
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Vaping of New Synthetic Drugs 

Poses New Threat 

There's no federal age limit on who can buy 

them 
Fla. (CNN) – Smoke-free devices like e-cigarettes have 

become a popular way to break the nicotine addiction. 

Vapor pens, for example, allow smokers to control the 

amount of nicotine they receive. 

But the devices are also being used to smoke synthetic 

drugs, which can be dangerous, as well as hard for 

police to detect. 

On any given afternoon, Broward County deputies come 

across drugs like this. Flakka is just one of the 

inexpensive synthetic drugs ravaging south Florida — 

and there’s a new twist that’s making fighting these 

drugs even harder: e-cigarettes or vape pens. 

Lieutenant Ozzy Tianga from the Broward Sheriff’s 

Office said, “It’s just a huge challenge. It’s affecting our 

entire communities from prevention to rehabilitation.” 

Lt. Tianga says vaping drugs is so discreet, teens can do 

it right in school. “There is no scent. They can sit in the 

back of the room, and they think it’s funny. They are 

vaping and what they are vaping, again, I cannot 

determine.” 

It used to be that if you would try to get high, it would 

smell. But Tianga says, all that has changed. That same 

secrecy makes it tough for police to know what’s inside 

that vape pen. They have to get it tested by a lab. 

(Sara Ganim) “You can’t determine what’s in it right 

away?” 

(Lt. Ozzy Tianga/Broward Sheriff’s Office) “Not at all. In 

fact, these individuals can smoke it right in front of 

you.” 

A recent CDC study found e-cigarette use more than 

tripled among middle and high schoolers in 2014. It’s 

not known how much of that is drug-related, but young 

vape users are posting videos of themselves getting 

high on YouTube. 

The Drug Enforcement Administration is so concerned 

because synthetics can be so dangerous, no matter 

how they’re ingested. 

DEA Supervisory Special Agent John Scherbenske said, 

“We’ve seen time and time again where someone has 

overdosed and died. There are a significant number of 

overdoses that are occurring related to these types of 

drugs.” 

All of this is so new, no one’s keeping track. 

No one knows just how many people have been injured 

or have died from vaping synthetic drugs. But already 

emergency rooms are seeing an increase, and the 

stories are disturbing. 

Dr. John Cunha from Holy Cross Hospital said, “I have 

had patients in my practice in the emergency room, that 

I have walked in on, that are actually vaping at the 

bedside,” He added, “Recently, a patient was 

discharged after an overdose, and went into a hospital 

bathroom on his way out of the hospital. There, he 

vaped more drugs, and had to be taken back to the ER.” 

“I think that these devices do have a role in helping 

people get off of actual cigarettes, and that they may be 

proven safer in that case. But in the hands of teenagers 

and drug abusers, they are definitely very dangerous 

things to have.” 

The thing to remember is that these are not classified 

as drug paraphernalia, so there’s no federal age limit on 

who can buy them, although many states have 

restrictions. And these shops are popping up 

everywhere, not to mention they can easily be bought 

on the internet. 

Now, the industry says that vaping is a good thing for a 

lot of people; that it’s helping people to quit smoking, 

not start smoking. They say everything is subject to 

abuse by drug addicts. Of course, there is a study that 

shows that many of the teens that vape never smoked 

before.  

By, Sara Ganim, CNN [September 4, 2015] To view 

video go to: http://wwlp.com/2015/09/04/vaping-of-

new-synthetic-drugs-poses-new-threat/ 
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With Full Public Access to Narcan, 

Pennsylvania Takes a Big Step in 

Drug Strategy 
 

Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf didn't exactly put it in these 

words, so we will: It should be just as easy to buy 

Naloxone at the local drug store as it is to buy heroin 

from the dealer around the corner. 

Now it is. 

 

Naloxone, better known by the brand name Narcan, has 

brought many heroin users back from the brink of 

overdose, but it has to be administered fairly quickly to 

work. 

 

Last October then-Gov. Tom Corbett signed Act 139 into 

law, which allows police to administer the drug and 

allows doctors to prescribe it to relatives and friends of 

drug users as a precaution against overdose. 

 

New Jersey is also expanding police training and use of 

the drug, which blocks the absorption of heroin and 

opioid painkillers, such as Oxycodone, by the brain. 

Coupled with "Good Samaritan" laws -- which protect 

people reporting a suspected overdose from criminal 

prosecution -- both states have taken encouraging steps 

to counter a dramatic rise in deaths by drug poisoning. 

 

This week Wolf instructed the state's physician general 

to issue a statewide order, effectively giving everyone in 

Pennsylvania the ability to purchase Naloxone directly 

from pharmacies without a prescription. 

 

Wolf also announced that state police will carry the 

antidote in their vehicles. His 2015-16 budget proposal 

already includes funding to outfit first responders, local 

drug and alcohol programs and others with Naloxone 

kits. 

 

The reaction from public health agencies and groups 

fighting drug abuse was immediate, saying 

Pennsylvania will be moving to the forefront in 

countering heroin deaths. 

 

"I think it's going to make a huge difference," said Alice 

Bell of Prevention Point Pittsburgh. "This can save a lot 

of lives." 

 

In 2013 about 2,400 people died from drug overdose in 

Pennsylvania. While death from prescription painkillers 

has leveled off in recent years, the rate of heroin deaths 

tripled from 2010 to 2013, according to the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention. 

 

The expansion of Naloxone availability is a step forward, 

but its success ultimately will be measured in declining 

demand. Saving a limited percentage of people from 

overdose while the overall rate of drug use and death 

continues to climb isn't much of a public health victory -- 

and it's possible that some users will be more inclined 

to take risks with heroin if someone on hand has a dose 

of Naloxone. 

 

By, Express−Times opinion staff [April 9, 2015] To read 

this article in its entirety go to:  

http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/opinion/index.ssf/201

5/04/editorial_with_full_public_acc.html 
 

Narcan Available Without 

Prescription at CVS 

CVS has begun offering Narcan/Naloxone, a drug used 

to reverse opioid overdoses, to customers in Wisconsin 

without a prescription. 

Already available without a prescription in Rhode Island 

and Massachusetts, that availability was expanded to 

Arkansas, California, Minnesota, Mississippi, Montana, 

New Jersey, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, South 

Carolina, Tennessee, Utah and Wisconsin in September. 

“Over 44,000 people die from accidental drug 

overdoses every year in the United States and most of 

those deaths are from opioids, including controlled 

substance pain medication and illegal drugs such as 

heroin,” said Tom Davis, vice president of pharmacy 

professional practices at CVS. “Naloxone is a safe and 

effective antidote to opioid overdoses, and by providing 

access to this medication in our pharmacies without a 

prescription in more states, we can help save lives.” 

By, Marcus Nesemann, htrnews.com [October 3, 2015] 

To read this article in its entirety go to: 

http://www.htrnews.com/story/news/local/2015/10/0

3/narcan-available-without-prescription-

cvs/73209816/ 

 

***Lehigh Valley Police officers are being trained in the 

use of Narcan and will begin carrying the drug while on 

patrol.*** 
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of powdered alcohol in their states, and another 84 percent support banning online sales of the product, according to the 

poll. The survey also found that 85 percent of adults believe marketing for powdered alcohol should not be allowed on social 

networking sites frequented by youngsters. 
 

Ninety percent of adults are concerned that powdered alcohol will be misused by those younger than 21; 85 percent worry 

that powdered alcohol will increase alcohol use among people younger than 21; and 81 percent are concerned that it will be 

easy for people younger than 21 to buy powdered alcohol, according to the poll. 
 

Research Unit at the 

, Youth Education Program for the Prevention of Destructive Decisions 

Public Information Center on Drug Prevention Feedback Survey 

Digest Feedback Survey 

Which of the following best reflects your opinion? 

 

1. What percentage of the DIGEST do you read per issue?  100%     75%      50%     25%     <25% 

 

2.  Have the articles in the DIGEST been useful to you?   YES   NO 

 

 If yes, where?  WORK   PERSONAL  OTHER 

 

3. Have you ever shared an issue with someone else?  YES  NO 

  

 If yes, who?  FAMILY FRIEND      COLLEAGUE 

 

4. Have you ever utilized the resources of the Public Information Center?      YES  NO 

 

5. Would you like to receive a copy of the printed materials/and video/DVDs that are available for your use?  

     YES  NO 

 

 E-mail address: ___________________________________________________ 

  or 

 Fax number: ______________________________________________________ 

 

6. Comments:____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name (optional): ______________________________     Date: ________________ 

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey! Your views will aid us in improving the quality of the 

prevention work that we provide to the community. Please return the survey to us in one of the following ways: 

 

Fax it to Elizabeth Torrales at 610-954-5944 or 

E-mail to Elizabeth Torrales at etorrales@valleyyouthhouse.org 

  

“The Digest is funded by the Northampton County D&A Division through a contract with the Department of Health, 

Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs, Commonwealth of PA. The Department specifically disclaims 

responsibility for any analyses, interpretations or conclusions herein.” The work of Valley Youth House is financially 

supported by private gifts, fees, Lehigh and Northampton County governments, the United Way of the Greater Lehigh 

Valley, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the Federal Government.   
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