
A mighty wind had its final
gust last week.

To the immense satisfac-
tion of WGPA radio station
owner Jolly Joe Timmer, politi-
cian/talk show host/fish oil
salesman Ron Angle signed off
for the last time.

I’ve written before about
this wacky feud between two
Lehigh Valley legends. The
Polka King has made no secret
of his hatred of the self-styled
Emperor of the Airwaves, who
has seen his pay and hours cut
and his “At Issue” talk show
deliberately garbled as Tim-
mer squeezed him out.

Angle delighted in torment-
ing Timmer — for being
cheap, among other things —
during most of his 31/2 years on
the air, so this wasn’t a one-
sided fight. Timmer seethed at
every insult, and began return-
ing fire on his polka show.

In recent weeks, Angle’s
program has been sponsored
by a nutritional supplement
company that did a half-hour
infomercial with him every
day. The company finally gave
up dealing with Timmer, who
apparently wanted Angle off
the air more than he wanted
the sponsorship money.

Thursday morning was
truly bizarre. In Angle’s final
program, he and lawyer Bruce
Davis presided over a love
feast of fawning callers, con-
cluding with Frank Sinatra’s
“Please Don’t Talk About Me
When I’m Gone.”

“If you can’t say anything
real nice,” Sinatra sang, “It’s
better not to talk at all, is my
advice.”

Timmer, unconvinced,
came on an hour and a half
later for his own show — and
proceeded to read endless
definitions of “sociopath,”
cackling maniacally, during
the intervals between music.

“They dominate and humili-
ate their victims,” he read.
“They may appear to be
charming. … ” He told me later
that someone got the list for
him from the Internet. “It fit
him to a T,” Timmer said.

Surreal as it was, I finally
tuned out — no offense to you
polka fans, but the music start-
ed getting to me — returning
at the end just to see how he
would close. “We’ll remember
today forever and ever and
ever,” Timmer exulted as one
last polka band kicked in.

Much as I enjoy sharing the
details of this milestone in
weird broadcasting, the real
reason I decided to write
about Angle today is to segue
into the annual call for nomi-
nees to my Hall of Fame of the
Lehigh Valley’s most colorful
characters. Angle, a first-ballot
inductee, is its most illustrious
living member.

Here are the Hall’s other
luminaries to date:

The late Allentown Council-
woman Emma Tropiano. The
late slumlord Larry Marra.
The late Allentown Council-
man Tony Frey. Ex-Bangor
School Director Ivan Nusic.
Ex-Emmaus strongman Otto
Slozer, the Peerless Palin-
drome.

Ex-Allentown Mayor “Bagh-
dad Roy” Afflerbach. Farmer
Clayton Stine, the Stump King.
Ex-Bureaucratus Rex Gary
Smith and his Easton Housing
Authority board. The Easton
police.

Ex-con/political power
broker Michael Solomon. East-
on gadfly/essayist Billy Giv-
ens. Political aspirant Will
Power. Ex-Saucon Valley
School Director Robert Os-
mun and his hypnotic dragon
puppet nemesis, Pumsy. Ex-Be-
thlehem Councilman Jim Gre-
gory.

It’s a distinguished but
largely dormant group. Still,
even if most members of the
Hall are resting on their lau-
rels, there is no shortage of
deserving new candidates.
That’s where you come in.

Beginning today, I’ll be
gathering your nominations
for induction. My e-mail ad-
dress and phone number are
below. You also can send me a
letter at The Morning Call, 515
Main St., Bethlehem 18108.

In a few weeks, I’ll list the
top nominees. The selection
committee and veterans com-
mittee will make the final
choices.

bill.white@mcall.com
610-861-3632
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I-78 sound barrier test gets ‘incomplete’ grade
Officials can’t find record
on exotic wood wall

built on South Mountain.

Hope for troubled youths
Valley YouthHouse guides

the once-neglected to jobs and
homes. Success is celebrated.

By Tara Ballenger
Of The Morning Call

The last time members of
the New Life Evangelical Luthe-
ran Church in New Tripoli
remembered Brandon Van
Parys was his funeral in Febru-
ary. A winter storm hit that
day, and congregants spent
hours shoveling snow and ice
from the parking lot so the 8
p.m. service would not have to
be canceled.

The weather was much

different
Sunday,
when more
than 200
church and
community
members
gathered
under the summer sun for a
special Memorial Day service
for Van Parys, a Marine lance
corporal from Lynn Township
killed by a grenade at age 20
while on duty in Iraq.

“We’re here today to remem-
ber a friend, a classmate, a
fellow volunteer, a hometown
hero, a son and a brother,” said
the Rev. Scott Lingenfelter as
he addressed the congregation.
“There has to be more than just

memory.”
As the procession moved

outside, Boy Scouts from Van
Parys’ brother Daniel’s troop
handed out miniature Ameri-
can flags. As everyone gathered
around to see a tree and bench
be dedicated in
Van Parys’ memory, the crowd
was speckled with red, white
and blue.

Lingenfelter recited a prayer
in honor of Van Parys and all
the “vibrant lives sacrificed” in
pursuit of freedom.

At the end of the service,
Van Parys’ parents thanked the
church and the community.
Tammy Van Parys, his step-
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blog.
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A GRANITE BENCH
was dedicated Sun-
day in honor of
Brandon Van Parys, a
Marine lance corpo-
ral from Lynn Town-
ship killed in Iraq in
February. A tree also
was planted in memo-
ry of Van Parys.

Monica Cabrera
The Morning Call

Comment

BILL
WHITE

Q: When Interstate 78
was rebuilt through
the Valley in the
1980s a sound barri-

er was erected about 30 feet

above the westbound lane on
South Mountain. I believe at the
time a Morning Call article said
it was made of some exotic
wood from Africa and was being
installed as a test. It now leans
pretty badly and is overgrown
with vines, but seems to be
doing better than some of the
concrete sections of barrier. Has
the state come to any conclu-

sions on the test?
Bob Ronky

Whitehall Township

A: It’s got to be more
like 50 feet above
the highway, Bob,
and it feels like 150

as you trudge up the steep
bank to the dark, but well-pre-
served, 8-foot-tall wood fence.

State Department of Trans-
portation officials couldn’t
track down information on the
barrier, and regional spokes-
man Ron Young could find no
one in the Allentown office
who recalled anything about
it.

Your memory is a lot better
than theirs, Bob, as your recol-
lection of the basic details of

The Morning Call story from
July 19, 1988, is accurate.

Reporter Paul Wirth wrote
that North American HACON
of Doylestown was working
with what was then known as
the Ben Franklin Partnership
program at Lehigh University
to test exotic tropical hard-
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By Debbie Garlicki
Of The Morning Call

A thin tree line is all that separates
mammoth homes with three-car garag-
es from Camp Fowler in Orefield,
where young people like Cristina Co-
lon found a place of her own and a
family, not the one she was born into
but the one she made.

The affluence just outside the camp
is certainly something Colon is not
used to. Until November, Colon, 20,
was living in her car. Her abusive
father had left the family and her moth-
er had kicked her out of the house, she
said.

She slept “anywhere I could find
parking.”

Until Colon’s grandfather, who
could not take her in, suggested she
call Valley Youth House.

Now, she has an apartment, a full-
time job, friends and responsibilities
that come with being an adult.

She is one of about 150 youths ages
16-21 in the Lehigh Valley being helped
by Valley Youth House’s Independent
Living program.

Colon and others recently were
recognized for their accomplishments
— both big and small — at a banquet
and picnic at Valley Youth House’s
Camp Fowler, a 41-acre retreat in
woodlands accessible by a serpentine
road along the Jordan Creek.

Many finished school, and some
had received scholarships and finan-
cial aid and were going to college.
Their goals were to work in theater
arts, child care, nursing and cardiolo-
gy. They had gotten — and more im-
portantly, kept — jobs. They had
moved into, or were about to move
into, their own apartments.

No small feats for youths who only
a short time ago were homeless, in
foster care or in secure facilities in the
juvenile justice system.

“The step to all this freedom and
responsibility is pretty darn big, and
we like to acknowledge their success-
es in that,” said Lisa Weingartner,
associate director of Transitional Liv-
ing, one of the components of Indepen-
dent Living.

Valley Youth House, a nonprofit
agency with a $12 million annual bud-
get, serves about 8,000 youths and

HOPE PAGE B2

By Ann Wlazelek
Of The Morning Call

A black beret, platinum
wig and sultry moves to the
1981 hit song “Bette Davis
Eyes” helped two contestants
become second-year winners
at the Mayfair karaoke con-
test Sunday.

Eleven-year-old India
Coombs Esmail of Whitehall
and 39-year-old Sanna
Dubois of Allentown took
first place in the children and
adult categories with their
renditions of the pop song
turned golden by singer Kim
Carnes.

They were among four
children and nine adults who
competed for prizes on the
Master Stage.

Sporting the black beret,
black sequined top and bub-
ble skirt, India sang confi-
dently and without looking at
the word monitor to capture
her second first place in as
many years.

Asked to what she owed
her success, the longhaired
girl pointed to her mother,
Sera Jane Coombs, who India
said did “everything” to help
her win.

Mom, on the other hand,
credited her daughter’s regu-
lar rehearsing.

“She’s always singing at
home,” Coombs said.

Dubois credited the “add-
ed props” of a short blonde
wig, black patent jacket and a
set of furry dice for her win
this year. Last year, the medi-
cal billing specialist placed
second.
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Mayfair
names
karaoke
winners

Allentownwoman and
Whitehall girl remake
‘Bette Davis Eyes.’

Denise Sanchez The Morning Call
CRISTINA COLON, 20, who once lived in her car, now works for National Vision Center at
the Wal-Mart in Whitehall Township. Youth Valley House helped give direction to her life.
She now hopes to study speech therapy at Lehigh Carbon Community College.
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The real stars aren’ t on the f lag.

They’re defending i t .

woods from Africa and South
America for potential uses in
construction and other fields.

HACON•s president at the
time, John B. Stevens, said the
wood•s natural density and
moisture allow it to resist
weathering and rot better than
pressure-treated lumber, with-
out the use of poisonous chem-
icals. He said the arrival pier
at the Statue of Liberty is
made of tropical hardwoods,
and that the species had been
used for decades in Europe,
mostly for bridges and marine
applications.

Bonalim was used for the
Interstate 78 sound-barrier
posts, which were embedded
in the ground with concrete,
and bongossi panels were
attached to create the face of
the fencing.

Judging by the wall•s excel-
lent condition today, it was a

successful experiment. Unfor-
tunately, HACON didn•t fare
as well, according to Chad
Paul, president of the Ben
Franklin Technology Partners
of Northeastern Pennsylvania.
•We show them as [being] out
of business,Ž Paul said recent-

ly. The group•s records indi-
cate that all HACON•s employ-
ees were laid off in September
1988, just months after the
barrier went up.

Stevens said in July of that
year that his 5-year-old compa-
ny had 11 employees and about

$2 million in annual sales.
Ben Franklin spokeswoman

Laura Eppler said the program
awarded HACON $35,000 in
1987-88 to help develop the
business, with the company
matching the contribution for
the testing program. •It really
was a shame,Ž Eppler said of
the company•s demise. •As far
as we know, the barrier was
effective, but the company
went out of business.Ž

The Warrior could locate
no more information on HA-
CON or Stevens.

Young could find no record
of any materials testing for
noise barriers conducted by
PennDOT that involved the
I-78 wall. He surmised the
program might have been
handled by HACON and Ben
Franklin. The wall was in-
stalled by Trevose Construc-
tion, and not James D. Morris-
sey Inc., the prime contractor
for the highway project.

The Illinois Department of
Transportation also tested
bongossi, spokesman Mike
Claffey said. Product-evalua-
tion documents show that
trials of wood supplied by
HACON began in September
1987, and other tests followed
using wood from other suppli-
ers.

Documents from a year ago
show the Illinois agency ac-
cepted bongossi as a noise-
wall material in August 1990
but rejected it at an unspeci-
fied later date •because it does
not meet current noise-reduc-
tion requirements.Ž

Claffey said Illinois tight-
ened its noise standards in

2002, but hardwoods already
had received failing grades „
not for durability but for the
amount of noise they suppress
„ in a 1997 study for the agen-
cy.

It•s too bad, because the
woods fared impressively well
for durability in Illinois• tests.
A 1990 report said bongossi is
52 percent denser than oak, is
more durable than any species
grown in the United States,
and has better fire resistance
than asbestos-cement material
used as a control in the fire
testing. •Both bongossi
(Lophira alata) and bonalim
(Dinizia excelsa) hardwoods
are excellent for use as noise-
barrier walls,Ž the report con-
cluded.

But the 1997 study by South-
ern Illinois University found
that •hardwood barriers re-
ceived the highest percentage
of negative comments for
acousticsŽ in a survey of 30
states using them. Concrete
barriers won praise from the
highest number of respon-
dents in that report.

Claffey couldn•t determine
to what extent, if any, bongos-
si was used for sound walls in
Illinois during the period it
was cleared for the applica-
tion. All the reports he dug up
for the Warrior refer only to
the test walls, so it appears
little if any was installed in
•realŽ applications.

In addition to the noise-sup-
pression problems, Claffey
speculated that as logging in
tropical rain forests emerged
as a possible environmental
problem, Illinois officials may

have been reluctant to use the
wood for that reason. Sounds
reasonable to the Warrior, and
it•s possible such concerns put
the brakes on sales in Pennsyl-
vania and other states as well.

Although wood currently is
listed among PennDOT•s ac-
cepted materials for sound
walls, along with concrete,
steel, fiberglass and recycled
materials, Young said concrete
barriers are used almost exclu-
sively in District 5 because
they are the most cost-effec-
tive.

He knew of no wood barri-
ers, tropical or otherwise, in
District 5.

Whatever the reasons, Bob,
it appears the use of tropical
hardwoods for sound walls
never got out of first gear.

Nearly 20 years ago,
Stevens had great hope that
hardwoods would fare in the
noise-barrier market the way
fast-emerging Japanese models
were selling on the car mar-
ket. He envisioned annual
sales of $5 million to $10 mil-
lion for his company alone.
Unfortunately for HACON,
the products sold more like
Ford•s ill-fated Edsel model.

Road Warrior appears Mondays.
E-mail questions about transporta-
tion in the Lehigh Valley and beyond
to hartzell@mcall.com (please
include your name, phone number
and the municipality where you
live). Or, write to Road Warrior, The
Morning Call, 101 N. Sixth St., Allen-
town, PA 18101-1480.

parents by providing shelter,
counseling, life skills training
and recreation.

Independent Living covers
three other programs that
stress education and maintain-
ing a job and housing.

It was started in the 1980s
when social service providers
realized that youths were
often ill-equipped, because of
unstable backgrounds, to deal
with the realities of bills and
a grown-up•s life when they
reached 18 or graduated from
high school.

•How many people who
were abused or neglected are
ready to be on their own at
18?Ž asked Bill Motsavage,
Independent Living director.
•The answer is very few, if
any. So we try to help them
with the transition.Ž

Nationally, only half of
youths who have been in
foster care have a high school
diploma or equivalency diplo-
ma when they are discharged,
he added. At Valley Youth
House, the graduation or
equivalency rate is 75 percent
to 80 percent.

Not all of the youths have

committed crimes. Some have
been abused or neglected by
parents who can•t or won•t
care for them.

In the past, some of the
youths would have been
housed in locked facilities
where they•d wear jumpsuits
without shoes so they
couldn•t run. And they
wouldn•t have belonged there,
Motsavage said.

Independent Living •was
developed as an alternative to
traditional child-welfare place-
ments,Ž said an out-of-breath
Motsavage, taking a break
from an intense basketball
game at the picnic.

The Adolescents Achieving
Independence program serves
youths in foster care who are
ready to go to college or live
on their own with help.

Others participate in the
Transitional Living program
where they live with other
youths and advisers in resi-
dences at Camp Fowler or
eight others homes. Some are
still on probation, but most
are in foster care and need a
•step downŽ program before
they live on their own. There
is separate housing for young
mothers and babies.

In the five-year-old Sup-
portive Housing program,
those ages 18-21 live in their

own apartments. Valley
Youth House helps furnish
apartments with donated
items and initially helps pay
for rent, food and bus passes.
Youths pay their cable, elec-
tric or gas, and cell phone
bills. If they have a car, they
pay for insurance and gas.

The goal is to get the
youths paying all their expens-
es.

Program coordinators have
keys to the youths• apart-
ments and can monitor all
finances and bills.

Participants lose some
privacy, Colon acknowledged,
but added, •For what I am
gaining, it is nothing.Ž

Youths can be in the pro-
gram from a few months to
five years. When they leave,
Valley Youth House continues
to be •their support network
and quasi-family,Ž Motsavage
said.

Last year, 88 percent of
youths in Supportive Housing
were able to stay in their
apartments, which Motsavage
considers success.

Jaime, 18, was in Indepen-
dent Living programs. Now,
he lives with his grandmother
and mother and has jobs in
sales and security. •I•ve
learned to manage money a
lot better than I used to,Ž said
Jaime.

He also gets along better
with his peers and has come a
long way since he entered the
system after starting a fire in
a trash bin, he said.

Krystal, 18, a hostess and
server, lived in many secure
facilities and had been ex-
pelled from school for selling

drugs. She is considering a
career in nursing, and has an
apartment and savings and
checking accounts. She is
proud of the lease with her
name on it.

Nikita Lay, 19, who had
lived in a juvenile detention
center and a group home, has
been involved in Transitional
Living and Supportive Hous-
ing. She had periods of
•house-hoppingŽ and lived
with a boyfriend and her
mother. Still, counselors al-
lowed Lay to make those
moves because she had to
learn that there are conse-
quences to choices, Weingart-
ner said.

When the decisions turned
out to be bad ones, Lay called
Valley Youth House.

•The success is the rela-
tionship that we built and the
fact that she felt comfortable
enough to call and say, •I do
need help,• Ž Weingartner
said. •Ownership of her own
choices is really the success.Ž

Lay, a night auditor at a
motel who wants to finish
school and go to college, now
has an apartment. •It feels
good to wake up in the morn-
ing and know it•s mine,Ž she
said.

Independent Living helps
youths learn to use public

transportation and helps them
get important documents they
might not have, such as Social
Security cards and birth certif-
icates.

Cristina Colon remem-
bered how frightened she was
when she was alone. •I had
no clue what to do,Ž she said.
•I knew I had to get from
Point A to Point B.Ž

Colon, who was not in the
child welfare system, recalled
making her first call to Valley
Youth House and talking to
Michele Engler, program
coordinator for Supportive
Housing.

•No one thinks of kids as
homeless,Ž Engler said. •But
homelessness knows no race,
gender, creed or age.Ž

Colon has paid off her
debts and has applied to Le-
high Carbon Community
College. She wants to study
speech therapy.

She considers other youths
and counselors •a close fami-
ly.Ž She never again wants to
call a car home.

•You know how happy I
am to have a bed to sleep on
finally?Ž Colon asked. •This
program has been my biggest
blessing.Ž

debbie.garlicki@mcall.com
610-820-6764

•No one thinks of
kids as homeless.

•But homelessness
knows no race,

gender, creed or age.Ž
MICHELE ENGLER

program coordinator,
Valley Youth House•s

Camp Fowler

Dan HartzellThe Morning Call
EXOTIC TROPICAL HARDWOODSused to build this noise barrier high
above westbound I-78 in Upper Saucon Township proved durable. The
same can•t be said for the company that built it „ it folded in 1988.

HOW TO HELP
To donate new or gently used
furniture and household items,
such as dishes, utensils, pots
and pans, curtains and other
necessities to the Supportive
Housing program, call Valley
Youth House at 610-820-0166.
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